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CNRMO SCIENTIST, 50

A [rusy DiHie juncton near the Indian Inshitute
ot sCience in Bangalore, where Rao began his
careel s a Cnemist over half a century ago. s
now named after him. Rao went on to become
the grand ald man of Indian science. acquiring
SINE prime ministers
building the foundat:ons of nanolechnology

i inddia and institutions like the Jawaharlal
hehru Centre for Advanced Stientific Research
Orie of the mos? decorated indian scientises
alive-notably with the Bharat Ratna last year

N 18 ot kngwn (0 be the most decorous. His
shrill critecism of “diotic politicians . bus barbs
against Bangalore's infotech culture and
allegations of plagiarism in hisresearch papers
have made him a figure who looms over the
field of Indian science, a big man who belipves
inthe promise of small technology
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G Shankﬂf ARCHITECT, '/
The Organic Builder
For 4 lovier of Sylva Plath™s poetry. b 15 a o ol CIRISE AR D
wihat helped | '“l-'Ilﬂu'i'rlr’:||!I‘.||r|'_-'l-’|-'i i theeut theeat wirrld e
hullders. Shankar believes that if one has 1o build 2 RomEGna hil
champins e !.l.f"-l'1_="-.,l

should e of it and not on 1. a philasophy
architect and designer Frank Lioyd Wright Acritic of manipulatiorn of

. A la] Vo rentreslafe nne
mature 1o raise buildings, Shankar brought back 1o Cenireslage op

courtyards, puiarooms and even mud houses. I1 Ke ala, where he
hiegan his caree; in the early 80s. Shanka shunned marle lours 3
concrete roofs that had caught the fancy of the nouveau nthe, ang
stunned people with attractive homes puilt of locally avalable marar ;
at low cos. As a people’s architect, Shankar had to wait for year
before he received widespread appreciation. An alumaus of
Birmingham institute of Desgn, he refused 10 be lured By commer
nlerests. His institution, Habitat Technology Group, s built home
and offices across the world, winningacciaim for green buildings

]

“Poor people need architects
100. They too must have access to technology”

GRILuT

LT L

18 MAY 2015



